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Why is a Measles Outbreak Important?
• Measles is one of the most highly contagious diseases known to 

exist.
• Reduction in vaccination over the past 10-15 years has resulted in 

more susceptibility (in 2000 the CDC declared measles eliminated 
in the United States).

• Once a measles outbreak starts it can be very hard to stop due to 
susceptibility in the population and the ease of transmission.

• Outbreaks can drag on for months and cost the district hundreds 
of thousands of dollars and have a tremendous impact on business 
and schools.



Measles Background

• Symptoms:
▫ Cough, red eyes, runny nose
▫ Fever 
▫ Rash

• 28% of infected children under 5 are hospitalized
• 1-2 out of 1,000 cases will be fatal
• 2 doses of vaccine are 97% effective at preventing illness



Measles Immunity

• Your considered immune if:
 You know you had measles in the past

 If you were born after 1957 and received two doses of MMR vaccine or 
were born before 1957

(if adults born before 1957 do not know that they had measles in the past 
we recommended one dose of MMR vaccine if they believe they were 
exposed to someone with measles)



Timeline

First community exposure

First detainee tested 
positive

First employee tested   
positive

Last community exposure

5 additional cases 
identified

3 additional cases 
identified

2 additional cases 
identified

13th confirmed case 
identified

21 days after last known 
exposure

5/12 5/14 5/16 5/18 5/20 5/22 5/24 5/26 5/28 5/30 6/1 6/3 6/5 6/7 6/9 6/11 6/13 6/15 6/17 6/19 6/21



Current Numbers

Pinal County Detainees Employees Community Total

Confirmed 9 4 0 13

Suspects 39 2 8 49

Rule Outs 4 7 3 14

•Arizona is reporting 14 confirmed cases
•The 1 additional case is a resident of Maricopa County
•All cases associated with Eloy Detention Center



Public Exposures
• First community exposure was 5/15/2016
• Last community exposure was 5/27/2016
• 21 days after last community exposure is 6/17/2016
• Potentially thousands of exposures in community
• 12 known Pinal County exposures including:
▫ Multiple stores and restaurants in Casa Grande
▫ Grocery store in Coolidge
▫ Multiple medical facilities
▫ Multiple convenience stores in Casa Grande and Coolidge
▫ Harrah’s Ak Chin-Casino
▫ High School Graduation in Toltec
▫ Church in Eloy

*Poster provided to 
facilities



Pinal County Response

• 191 known exposures contacted by phone or mail
▫ 29 high risk monitored for symptoms 
▫ So far, all cases are detention facility related

• 141 Vaccinations at County Clinics
▫ 81 Employees from facility or community exposures

• Opened Eloy Clinic on 5/27/2016 for vaccination
• Total Staff hours as of 6/4/2016
▫ 1238.75 Hours
▫ $32,716.05 



Looking Forward

• So far we have no community linked cases, if we make it to June 
17th without any community linked cases we will likely be out of 
the woods.

• The declaration of the end of the outbreak will take place if there 
are no new cases between now and July 8th (42 days since the last 
case was contagious). 



Questions or 
Comments?


