
 
 
 
Work Session        July 15, 2015 
 
The Pinal County Board of Supervisors convened at 9:32 A.M. this date.  Chairwoman 
Chase called the meeting to order.    
 
A video recording of this meeting and presentations can be viewed at 
www.pinalcountyaz.gov      
 
Present: Chairwoman Cheryl Chase; Vice-Chairman Pete Rios; Supervisor Stephen Q. 
Miller; Supervisor Anthony Smith; Supervisor Todd House; Assistant County Manager, 
Leo Lew; Chief Civil Deputy County Attorney, Chris Keller; Deputy Clerk of the Board, 
AmberLee Taylor, and Assistant to the Clerk of the Board, Diane Gardner.   
 
Work Session to discuss Habitat Conservation Plans (HCP). Scott Richardson of 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will provide a presentation outlining the 
opportunities and requirements associated with the development and 
implementation of HCP’s.  
 
Kent Taylor, Open Space and Trails Director, introduced Mr. Scott Richardson from 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife.  Mr. Richardson presented a power point to the Board outlining 
the opportunities and requirements associated with the development and 
implementation of Habitat Conservation Plans.  
 
The Board thanked Mr. Richardson for his presentation and the information he provided.  
They felt that it was very helpful and timely.  
 
Mr. Richardson’s presentation can be viewed in the minutes section of the Board of 
Supervisors webpage 
 
Work Session to discuss the Pinal County Fairgrounds and the Pinal County Fair 
Commission. 
 
Kent Taylor, Open Space and Trails Director, stated that he manages the Central 
Arizona Fair Association (CAFA) Agreement.  In 2010 the Board of Supervisors directed 
staff to privatize the operations of the fairgrounds.  The goals for privatizing were:  
increased efficiency, approved facility management, decreased general fund 
dependency and increased operational flexibility.  The Pinal County Fair Commission 
was adopted in an Ordinance in May of 2011 and dissolved the existing Pinal County 
Fair Advisory Board.  The task of the Commission was to create the non-profit group, 
CAFA, to be able to take over the operation of the fairgrounds.   The Ordinance sets out 
that the CAFA Board Members are the same as the Fair Commission Members.  The 
current format adds another layer of complexity to the Fairground operation.    
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Karen Searles, Executive Director Central Arizona Fair Association, said the agreement 
that Pinal County has with CAFA is where the control of the operation comes from.  For 
example, if there was to be a major change to the Fairgrounds, the Board would need to 
approve said action.  CAFA is not looking to change the agreement.  They are strictly 
looking to remove a layer of bureaucracy that doesn’t serve a purpose.    
 
Staff is looking for direction from the Board as to how to proceed with plans for the Pinal 
County Fair Commission.   
 
Supervisor Smith recommended that staff brings this item forward as an agenda item at 
some future date in order to dissolve the Fair Commission. 
 
Mr. Taylor’s presentation can be viewed in the minutes section of the Board of 
Supervisors webpage. 
 
Work Session to discuss PZ-C-001-15, a request by Pinal County Community 
Development for a Zoning regulations text amendment to Title 2 of the Pinal 
County Development Services Code, amending section 2.205.040 of Chapter 
2.205: Wireless Communication Facilities; to add a new subsection to allow the 
Special Use Permit Process to permit wireless communications facilities in areas 
within a Planned Area Development overlay zoning district.  
 
Steve Abraham, Planning and Development, appeared before the Board and provided a 
power point presentation with regard to a staff initiated zoning code amendment to allow 
cell towers in PAD overlay zoning districts to be processed with a Special Use Permit 
(SUP).  This process would eliminate redundancy in the application process. 
 
Mr. Abraham’s presentation can be viewed in the minutes section of the Board of 
Supervisors webpage 
 
Work Session to discuss the process of abandonment and recision of Special 
Use Permits.  
 
Ashlee MacDonald, Planning and Development, presented a power point regarding the 
Special Use Permit Project.  Almost five hundred  SUPs have been issued in the County 
since the early 80s.  She stated code allows a process to remove special use permits  
that haven’t been in use over the years.   Moving forward the code outlines the process 
for abandoning or rescinding a Special Use Permit.  Staff would have a public hearing 
before the Board of Supervisors.  The applicant would be noticed, by certified mail, that 
we are looking to remove their special use permit and then they will be given an 
opportunity to come and present evidence showing that it should remain in effect. 
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Supervisor Smith stated that he appreciated the cleanup, but wondered if there is a 
better process.  He suggested that maybe in five to ten years the SUP ceases to exist 
unless the applicant takes action saying it is still in use.    
 
Ms. MacDonald said that would be something they could look into.  However, the code  
now requires that it be brought to the Board of Supervisors.   
 
Ms. MacDonald’s presentation can be viewed in the minutes section of the Board of 
Supervisors webpage 
 
Executive Session pursuant to A.R.S. 38-431.03(A)(3)(4) regarding legal advice 
and contemplated litigation concerning a June 16, 2015 claim filed by AEF 
Development, LLC vs. Pinal County. 
 
10:53 A.M. - Motion was made by Supervisor House and seconded by Supervisor Miller 
to convene into Executive Session.  Motion carried by unanimous vote 
 
Present: Chairwoman Cheryl Chase; Vice-Chairman Pete Rios; Supervisor Stephen Q. 
Miller; Supervisor Anthony Smith; Supervisor Todd House; Assistant County Manager, 
Leo Lew; Chief Civil Deputy County Attorney, Chris Keller; Deputy County Attorney, 
Cedric Hay and Deputy Clerk of the Board, AmberLee Taylor.  
 
11:04 A.M. – Chairwoman Chase adjourned the Executive Session. 
 
Vice-Chairman Rios adjourned the meeting at 11:05 A.M. The next regular meeting of 
the Pinal County Board of Supervisors will be on Wednesday, July 22, 2015 at 9:30 
A.M.  
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