
 
OPEN RANGE  

VS  
CLOSED RANGE 





Arizona’s Open Range “Law”  
 

 Although you may hear or read about Arizona’s open range law, there 

 is no actual law in Arizona that defines open range. Rather, the 
 concept came about as part of Arizona’s ranching history. Large 
 ranches owned by one person sometimes surrounded smaller parcels 
 owned by another person. The owner of the large ranch would require 
 the small landowner to put up their own fences to keep out the 
 rancher’s cattle. This saved the rancher from having to fence ALL the 
 small parcels that existed inside his ranch lands. So it became the 
 responsibility of the small landowner to fence out the rancher’s cattle.  
  



 
 Although there may not be an actual open range law on 

the books, there are nine state statutes that pertain to 
livestock and fences (Arizona Revised Statutes (ARS) 
Title 3, Chapter 11, Article 8). 
 

 •  County Boards of Supervisors have the authority to designate No- 
 Fence Districts. Contact your county’s Clerk of the Board of 

Supervisors office to find out if you live within a No-Fence District. 
 
•  If you do live in a No-Fence District, liability for property damage by 

stray livestock falls on the livestock owner. 
 
•   If, like most Arizona residents, you DO NOT live in a No-Fence 

District, it is your responsibility to fence out unwanted livestock 
using a “Lawful Fence,” as defined in ARS 3-1426. This is especially 
important in areas on your property that contain gardens or 
ornamental plants that livestock love to munch.  



Pinal County’s “NO-FENCE” Districts 



 “Lawful Fence,” as defined in 
ARS 3-1426.  

 
  A lawful fence 1) has posts spaced no more 

than 30 feet apart; 2) has at least four 
strands of barbed wire; and 3) spaces the 
wires such that they are 18”, 28”, 38” and 
50” above the ground, respectively. 
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