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• QuadState Local Governments Authority 
• A nine county interstate joint powers authority 
• Organized around regional (Mojave, Sonoran 

Desert) natural resources issues 
• Desert tortoise, Mojave and Sonoran Populations 
• BLM’s Rapid Ecoregional Assessments, use and 

application 
• Relationships with US Fish and Wildlife Service 
• Relationships with State Wildlife agencies in the 4 

states 
 



• Provides advice to local governments on request 
regarding regulations, policies and relationships 

• Clearinghouse for information on programs and 
policies, e.g. RS 2477 

• Advocate for local government positions in 
national forums, e.g. renewable energy 
mitigation, opposing land acquisitions by federal 
agencies in absence of local concurrence. 



Reasons to Join QuadState LGA 

• Leverage—the more counties we have, the 
stronger our voice on a variety of public lands 
issues 

• Representation and feedback- We provide 
communication with the RACs and other 
intergovernmental and interagency 
organizations 

• Participation with AIDTT – providing 
representation on the conservation planning 



Additional reasons to join QuadState  

• PILT – additional lobbying voice 

• NACo – regular participation, representation 
and feedback 

• Desert Landscape Conservation Cooperative 
– representation, feedback, contacts with 
Congressional staffs on program; in the 
meantime, feedback, deferral 

 



• QuadState does not operate in conflict with 
member programs and State Associations; 
rather it operates in a sphere that most 
members have neither the staff expertise or 
staff availability to participate.   



• It provides value-added because of 
representing multiple jurisdictions.   

 

• It opens doors to a broader array of 
Congressional staffs and members than just 
local geographic representation.  E.g. GAO 
report on Mojave pressed by Utah members 
because of Washington County. 



Cost to Member County- 

• Below 50,000 - $2,000 base payment 
 
• Above 50,000 – formula on balance of budget: 

 
• 40% desert tortoise critical habitat 

 
– Will not apply to AZ counties except Mohave 

unless (and until) Sonoran Population listed, FY 
2016 

 --  At this time applies only in Mojave Population 
 



Cost to Member County 

• 30%  County Population 

  

• 30% Desert acreage under federal jurisdiction 
(excluding military withdrawals and Indian 
reservations) 
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