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Reporting

TB 101 for Health Care Workers, CDC, WebCourse. 

Active TB (regardless of site of disease)

LTBI in children (<6 years of age)
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Surveillance

• Report of Verified Case of Tuberculosis (RVCT)
– Revised 2009
– Monitor trends, identify priority needs

– Essential to efficient and effective TB program 
 management



Health and Wellness for all Arizonans
azdhs.gov

Impact of RVCT Data
Benefits of RVCT Data Consequences of Inaccurate, 

 Incomplete, or Unknown RVCT Data

Increased ability to assess program 

 
performance, completeness of reporting, 

 
and accuracy of reporting

Inaccurate follow‐up of services to 

 
patients

Improved data for program planning and 

 
policy development

Inadequate resource allocation

Facilitation of patient services Inaccurate evaluation and policy 

 
development

Misrepresentation of public health 

 
burden of TB

Inability to measure TB program 

 
indicators
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Risk Factors for TB Cases, Arizona, 2011

Risk Factor #Cases %

Correctional Facility Cases 64 26.4

Excess Alcohol 33 13.6
Diabetes Mellitus 31 12.1
Non-injecting Drug Use 25 10.3
Homeless 15 5.9
Contact of Infectious TB Case (<2 years) 15 5.9
HIV Positive 11 4.7
Health Care Workers 10 3.9
Injecting Drug Use 8 3.3
Long-term Care Facility 8 3.3

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide shows the other major risk factors for TB 
For the second year in a row, 14% of AZ TB cases were diagnosed in a CF
HIV disease is a very important RF.  About 9% of all TB cases, including children are HIV+, both in AZ & US.  When you look at persons age 25-44, 18% are HIV positive!  HIV testing should be part of the workup for all TB suspects and cases.
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CDC Slide Sets

• http://www.cdc.gov/tb/statistics/surv/surv2011/default.htm

http://www.cdc.gov/tb/statistics/surv/surv2011/default.htm
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Role of Local Health Department:
 TB Contact Investigations (CIs)

• Health department conducts all local CIs

OR 

• Ensure CIs
 

conducted by other 
 organizations/facility are done according to 

 CDC guidelines  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A Facility do their own CI in their facility and that information is given to the LHD, the LHD can help within the facility and  does any CI outside the facility.  organizations includes hospitals, schools, etc. 
Because CIs are so time consuming and require a lot of resource allocation, in terms of money & manpower, LHD should consider all aspects in the guidelines when making the decision whether or not to begin and how to complete a CI  
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Contact Investigations
• On average, 10 contacts are identified for each 

 person with infectious TB in the U.S

• 20%–30% of all contacts have LTBI

• 1% of contacts have TB disease

• Of contacts who will ultimately have TB disease, 
 approximately one‐half develop disease in the first 

 year after exposure
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Goals for Contact Investigations

• Interrupt further 
 transmission

– Identify additional cases
– Identify LTBI

• Identify settings with high risk 
 and apply effective infection 

 control measures
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When to Begin a CI

• NOT ALL ACTIVE TB CASES REQUIRE A CI
• Must decide which cases to investigate 

• Decision depends on several factors which 
 indicate likelihood of transmission 

• Once begun, assign CIs
 

a high priority 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CIs are assigned a higher priority than other public health activities, such as targeted skin testing 
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Decision to Initiate Investigation

*Acid‐fast bacilli
†Nucleic acid assay

§Approved indication for NAA
¶Chest radiograph

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Algorithm 
Keep the CI targeted to high and medium priority . If healthcare workers are being tested for a CI and it is close to their annual testing- you can do the annual testing 
Always work with LHD
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Factors for Assigning Contact Priorities

• Characteristics of the index patient

• Characteristics of contacts
– Age
– Immune status

– Other medical conditions

• Exposure or likelihood of infection
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Which Contacts Should be Given 
 High Priority for TB Assessment?

• Are exhibiting TB symptoms

• Are at risk for developing TB disease if infected with M. 
 tuberculosis

– Less than 5 years of age
– Weakened immune system (e.g., HIV)

• Had the most exposure (as defined by that 
 investigation) 

13

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Review slide content
Emphasize likelihood of infection is linked to the intensity, frequency, and duration of exposure as well as the environment of exposure
Note that the prioritization guidelines  of high and medium are to remind investigators to be aware of contacts’  potential vulnerabilities for developing disease and not just focus on exposure duration and frequency  
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When Should We Expand an 
 Investigation?

• Unexpected large positivity
 

rate
– >10% community rate

• Evidence of secondary transmission

• Program objectives achieved 

Expand to low priority contacts
8‐10 weeks after last exposure.
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About the MMWR for Contact 
 Investigation

• MMWR on December 16, 
 2005

• QuantiFERON®
 

‐TB Gold 
 Test guidelines in same 

 issue
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CDC TB Website
• www.cdc.gov/tb/

http://www.cdc.gov/tb/


Health and Wellness for all Arizonans
azdhs.gov



Health and Wellness for all Arizonans
azdhs.gov

ADHS TB Control Program
 602‐364‐4750

 602‐364‐3267 fax
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