PINAL COUNTY MERIT COMMISSION HEARING
DECEMBER 15, 2014, 9:00 AM
HEARING ROOM
31 North Pinal Street, Administration Building A, Florence AZ

PRESENT: Thomas Ramsdell, Chairman
Richard Brinkley, Commissioner
Frances Wickham, Commissioner
Gilbert Cancio, Commissioner
Ralph Varela, Commissioner

OTHERS:  Donna Aversa, Counsel to the Merit Comrhission
Cynthia Grant, Assistant to the Clerk of the Merit Commission
Brian Quesenberry, Attorney for Respondent
Leo Lew, Pinal County Assistant County Mgr., Administrative Services
Dennis Fitzgibbons, Attorney for the Appellant
Tiber Montgomery, Appellant
Yvette Patterson, Pinal County Attorney’s Office

1. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 9:00a.m.
2. Roll Call and Confirmation of Quorum.
The following Commissioners were present, constituting the entire Commission and a quorum.

Chairman Tom Ramsdell
Commissioner Gilbert Cancio
Commissioner Richard Brinkley
Commissioner Ralph Varela
Commissioner Frances Wickham

3. Business — Consideration of Possible Action Regarding the Appeal of
Termination of Tiber Montgomery

A. Appellant and Witnesses Swore In. Appellant Tiber Montgomery, along
with appellant’s witnesses Cleo “Lisa” Loria and Amy Wallace-Havens
were swore in.

Witnesses for the respondent, Marcia Fixel and Leo Lew were swore in.
Respondent’s attorney advised the Commission Leo Lew would be present
throughout the Hearing.

B. Witnesses Excused - The Chairman asked the witnesses to leave the
Hearing Room until they were called. The witnesses were admonished not



to discuss this matter and further advised they would be contacted when
they were needed for testimony and excused from the hearing until that
time.

C. Opening Statements - The attorneys for Respondent and Appellant began
their opening statements to the Commission at 9:08 a.m.

D. Respondent’s Witnesses and Exhibits. Attorney Quesenberry called:

i. Marcia Fixel, Office Manager, Public Defender’s Office, who was
sworn in at 9:56 a.m. by Chairman Ramsdell.

Executive Session for legal advice: At 10:28 a.m., Commissioner Varela 4
motioned to go into Executive Session for legal advice with the attorney for the
Commission. Commissioner Cancio seconded the motion. The Commission
unanimously approved the motion. Chairman Ramsdell asked for and received
approval from the Commission to proceed Executive Session with a five minute
recess.

The Commission reconvened at 9:27 a.m. Chairman Ramsdell reminded
everyone of the confidentiality of executive sessions.

ii. Marcia Fixel resumed her testimony.

The Commission dismissed for lunch at 12:00 p.m. after Chairman Ramsdell
requested that Attorney Quesenberry provide a copy of the transcript of
interviews done by Investigator Keith Sobraske to the Commission.

The Commission reconvened at 1:02 p.m.

iii. Exhibits - Appellant’s Exhibits 1-8 and 10 were admitted into
evidence, reserving on Exhibit 9. The County’s Exhibits 1-18 were
admitted into evidence, as were the Transcripts from the Keith
Sobraske interviews.

iv. Marcia Fixel was quested by the Commission and was excused at 1:44,
having been reminded of confidentiality and the possibility of being
called back to the Hearing for further testimony.

v. Melaina Lorona was sworn in by Chairman Ramsdell and provided
testimony.

The Commission recessed at 2:30 p.m. and reconvened at 2:40 p.m.

vi. Melaina Lorona completed her testimony and was excused at 2:48
p.m., having been reminded of confidentiality of the Hearing.



vii. Alyce Kendall was sworn in by Chairman Ramsdell and provided
testimony and was excused after being reminded of the confidentiality
of the Hearing, and the possibility of being called back for further
testimony.

The Commission recessed at 4:10 p.m. Matter continued until the following day.

APPROVED this my of teda%m}r

Tom Ramsdell, Chairman
Pinal County Employee Merit Commission




PINAL COUNTY MERIT COMMISSION
DECEMBER 16,2014 AT 9:00 A.M.
HEARING ROOM
31 N. Pinal St, Administration Building A, Florence, Arizona

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:
Thomas Ramsdell, Chairman
Gilbert Cancio, Commissioner
Richard Brinkley, Commissioner
Ralph Varela, Commissioner
Frances Wickham, Commissioner

OTHERS PRESENT:
Donna Aversa, Counsel to the Merit Commission
Krishna Fick, Assistant to the Clerk of the Merit Commission
Charla Skiles, Assistant to the Clerk of the Merit Commission
Bryan Quesenberry, Pinal County Attorney, Respondent
Dennis Fitzgibbons, Appellant’s attorney
Tiber Montgomery, Appellant

1. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m.
2. Roll Call and Confirmation of Quorum
The following Commissioners were present, constituting the entire Commission and a quorum.
Chairman Tom Ramsdell
Commissioner Gilbert Cancio
Commissioner Richard Brinkley
Commissioner Ralph Varela
Commissioner Frances Wickham
3. Business
Continuation of the Appeal of Termination of Tiber Montgomery.
i. Exhibits

1. County Exhibit book — Exhibits 5, 6, 8,9, 15 & 18 were
admitted into evidence.




ii. Continued Respondent’s Case in Chief Tiber Montgomery Appeal
Hearing

1.

(O8]

9.

10.
11.

12.

Keith Sobraske, Private Investigator, is sworn in at 9:01 a.m.
by Chairman Ramsdell and provided testimony.

The Commission recessed at 9:34 a.m. and reconvened at 9:42
a.m.

Keith Sobraske continued testifying.

The Commission recessed at 10:28 a.m. and reconvened at
10:42 a.m.

. Keith Sobraske continued testifying and was excused at 11:50

a.m.

The Commission dismissed for lunch at 11:52 a.m. and
reconvened at 12:39 p.m.

Daniel Dominguez was sworn in at 12:38 p.m. by Chairman
Ramsdell, provided testimony and was excused at 1:30 p.m.
Paula Cook, Chief Deputy at the Public Defender’s Office,
was sworn in at 1:31 p.m. by Chairman Ramsdell, provided
testimony and was excused at 2:12 p.m.

The Commission recessed at 2:13 p.m. and reconvened at 2:25
p.m.

Leo Lew, already sworn, provided testimony.

The Commission recessed at 3:54 p.m. and reconvened at 4:02
p.m.

Leo Lew continued to provide testimony.

The Commission recessed for the day at 4:39 p.m. continuation set for Monday, December 22,

2014 at 8:30 a.m.

APPROVED this | [ lay of ‘igf/l"afbuwp ,2015.

C/J\éAM\

Tom Ramsdell, Chairman
Pinal County Employee Merit Commission




PINAL COUNTY MERIT COMMISSION
December 22,2014 AT 8:57 A.M.
HEARING ROOM
31 N. Pinal St, Administration Building A, Florence, Arizona

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:
Chairman Tom Ramsdell
Commissioner Gilbert Cancio
Commissioner Richard Brinkley
Commissioner Ralph Varela
Commissioner Frances Wickham

OTHERS PRESENT:
Donna Aversa, Counsel to the Merit Commission
Christi Hamm, Assistant to the Clerk of the Merit Commission
Krishna Fick, Assistant to the Clerk of the Merit Commission
Bryan Quesenberry, Pinal County Attorney, Respondent
Dennis Fitzgibbons, Attorney for Appellant
Tiber Montgomery, Appellant
Leo Lew, Witness

1. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 8:57AM.
2. Roll Call and Confirmation of Quorum
The following Commissioners were present, constituting the entire Commission and a quorum.
Chairman Tom Ramsdell
Commissioner Gilbert Cancio
Commissioner Richard Brinkley
Commissioner Ralph Varela
Commissioner Frances Wickham
3. Executive Session for Legal Advice
Chairman Ramsdell called for an Executive Session at 8:57AM. Commissioner Cancio
seconded. Executive Session ended at 9:12AM. Chairman Ramsdell reminded everyone of the
confidentiality of executive sessions

4. Business

A. Continuation of the Appeal of Termination of Tiber Montgomery.




i. Attorneys for the parties announced to the Commission that they had
reached a resolution in the matter and were working out a settlement
agreement to withdrawal the appeal.

ii. Chairman Ramsdell moved that: In the matter of Tiber Montgomery,
at the request of counsel for Appellant and Respondent, the hearing is
vacated and continued pending such time as the Commission receives
written notice that the Appeal is withdrawn or in the alternative a
request to schedule the balance of the hearing. Commissioner Brinkley
seconded the motion. The Motion passed unanimously.

B. Meeting Minuets for Annette Hearing
Commissioner Wickham moved to approve the minutes for the Annette
Lopez hearing on 10/29-30/2014 and 11/19/14. Commissioner Brinkley
seconded the motion. The Motion passed unanimously.

Commission adjourned at 9:58 A.M.

APPROVED this _rﬂ\day of Yﬁdmwumr ,2015.

\%
Tom Ramsdell, Chairman
Pinal County Employee Merit Commission




